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SHAVUOS YIZKOR
Why ashkenzais recite yizkor on Succos, Pesach, and Shavuos while Sephardeem
don't? On holidays supposed to be happy and remembering the dead sad.
Ashkenazeem say remembering the dead not sad because the warm memories of the
holiday help us enjoy holiday. We have been shaped and molded by our parents
not only genetically but also physically. Why don't people have strong family
life today? Leading family counselor in U.S. told us that the only way to
rebuild families is for parents to return to their parents then their children
would see hoe to behave. In our day and age you have parents say I've put
my kids through school and that's that. They're on own. I want no more
responbility , them for me or me for them. That's not Jewish view. We're
all responsible for each other. Children for parents, parents for children,
always linked together if not family falls apart. A telephone call on
Mother's Day or a card not holding families together. If parents treat their
parents well or parents memory well they will be treated well. 1I'll always
remember what my mother said to her father, my grandfather, after suffered
a loss of someone he depended on. But Daddy, I'll help you. 1I'll always
remember that. Shavuos is the day on which we received the ten commandments.
They were written on stone. The Rabbis ask why were we worthy to receive
them? Because of merit of Jacob, because of merit of Temple and Synagogue
and because of merit of the* coming Messianic Days. When we read Torah we
start from the past and with the present. We say G-d had chosen us and
diven us the Torah. Blessed be G-d who gives Torah. The Ten Commandments
only given to Jews because of merit of Jacob. He created a family of all
Patriarchs only he succeeded. A family which although had problems worked
for same goals. A family which was united around one Torah taught in Synagogue
and worked for Messianic goals. That's what Stone Even means. The tablets
written on stone standing for father, Av, and Bes, son. Only when father
and son together, mother and daughter together will the Ten Commandments
endure. The stone can stand for eternal bond between generations working for

future or the stone hearted selfishness which destroys everything., If the
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stone of Ten Commandments will endure.

Story about a little girl 5 years old who watched as the last shovel full of
dirt was thrown on grave of mother. The father turned to her and said, "Let's
go. Your mother is dead". She turned to Daddy and said, "Daddy, Mommy's not

dead because she lives in my heart".




